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	INTRODUCTION

The Speech and Hearing Program offers course work for students who wish to enter the professions of speech-language pathology or audiology. These specialties are concerned with the identification and treatment of communication disorders in humans across the life span. Speech and hearing are interrelated fields and require knowledge of biology, psychology, sociology, and linguistics. The program is a pre-professional foundation that prepares students for professional training at the master’s and doctoral levels. Students may also earn an undergraduate minor in Speech and Hearing. This minor is especially valuable for students majoring in education, special education, or the health-care professions.
There have been no changes in the context of the Program since 2008. The Goals, Outcomes, Data Collection, Data Analysis and Findings indicated below reflect review and discussion by the program in August 2008 and throughout the academic year at our semi-monthly Program meetings. Follow-up Actions are noted. 

As far as the construction of this report, we have opted not to mention each KASA competency area as a discrete goal (e.g., etiologies, prevention, assessment, etc.) as this would produce a report that is lengthy and redundant. The KASA areas are not discrete units of knowledge or discrete performances, rather, the elements are interdependent. For example, a student who has knowledge of the characteristics of a disorder can utilize appropriate research-based intervention techniques.


	Goal 1: Students will demonstrate knowledge of a current, in-depth academic background coupled with relevant and practical exposure to pre-professional clinical experiences. The student will demonstrate preparedness for graduate education that emphasizes the ASHA and KASA requirements. Graduate degree candidates are expected to demonstrate knowledge of the etiologies and characteristics of disorders that occur in the KASA’s designated “Big 9” areas, which are Articulation, Fluency, Voice and Resonance, Receptive and Expressive Language, Hearing, Swallowing, Cognitive Aspects of Communication, Social Aspects of Communication, and Communication Modalities. Knowledge of methods of prevention, assessment, and intervention as pertaining to these nine areas is required. Additional knowledge of ethical conduct, research methods, evidenced-based practice, contemporary professional issues, and licensure and certification standards is expected. Candidates for professional licensure must demonstrate skill in oral and written communication. Students will meet Goal 1 by demonstrating performance of the outcomes stated below. 

	Outcomes
	Data Collection
	Data Analysis & Findings
	Review of Findings
	Follow-up Actions

	a) Students majoring in Speech and Hearing will demonstrate a broad and diverse understanding of the knowledge base that underlies the fields of speech-language pathology and audiology as a foundation for their future professional practice in these fields.

	Determine the number of BA recipients who apply to attend graduate programs.
	100% of BA recipients applied to graduate programs.
	August 2008 Faculty/Professional Staff Retreat: Discussed 

· Plan to revise undergraduate curriculum to better prepare students for graduate education (e.g., more statistics, critical thinking, writing, oral communication)
· Individual faculty will review their syllabi annually to better prepare students for graduate education 

· Program personnel will review all syllabi annually for compliance with KASA standards

	Continue to advise undergrads in their selection of electives outside the major to complement major requirements
Senior capstone portfolio course emphasizes information systems usage
Two Honors Program students majoring in SPH; one graduated May 2009, one is a junior

To stress the importance of engagement in experiences outside the classroom, Clinic Administrator has obtained more field sites where students can observe professional practice

SPH 431 Basic Speech Disorders: Petition has been submitted for this course to be approved as a WAC, open to majors and minors



	b) Students minoring in Speech and Hearing will demonstrate a broad and diverse understanding of the knowledge base that underlies the fields of speech-language pathology and audiology as it relates to their fields of study.

	Need to establish a survey of minors’ post-graduation status.
	Data have not yet been collected.
	August 2008 Faculty/Professional Staff Retreat: Discussed 

· Plan to revise undergraduate curriculum to better prepare students for the knowledge base that underlies the field (e.g., more statistics, critical thinking, writing, oral communication)
· Individual faculty will review their syllabi annually to better prepare students for graduate education 

· Program personnel will review all syllabi annually for compliance with KASA standards

	Continue to advise undergrads in their selection of electives outside the major to complement major requirements

To stress the importance of engagement in experiences outside the classroom, Clinic Administrator has obtained more field sites where students can observe professional practice
SPH 431 Basic Speech Disorders: Petition has been submitted for this course to be approved as a WAC, open to majors and minors

	c) Undergraduates who are neither Speech and Hearing majors or minors will demonstrate an understanding of selected aspects of the knowledge base that underlies the fields of speech-language pathology, aural rehabilitation, linguistics, and audiology as are provided in their selected courses.

	Need to establish a survey of the impressions of undergraduates who are neither Speech and Hearing majors or minors of their SPH classes.
	Data have not yet been collected.
	August 2008 Faculty/Professional Staff Retreat: Discussed 

· How SPH courses can cohere with other courses offered in HSC 
	To stress the importance of engagement in experiences outside the classroom, Clinic Administrator has obtained more field sites where students can observe professional practice

GenEd08 courses are being offered
SPH 431 Basic Speech Disorders: Petition has been submitted for this course to be approved as a WAC, open to majors and minors

	d) Students will demonstrate skill in critical thinking and problem solving to address issues in the fields of speech-language pathology and audiology.

	Outcomes for students in SPH 335, 434, 486, and 489 (undergraduate practica)
	Data have not yet been collected.
	August 2008 Faculty/Professional Staff Retreat: Discussed 

· The importance of maintaining on-campus clinical experiences for students to introduce them to professional expectations.
· Stressing the importance of engagement in experiences outside the classroom, e.g. observations at hospitals, etc.

	To stress the importance of engagement in experiences outside the classroom, Clinic Administrator has obtained more field sites where students can observe professional practice
SPH 431 Basic Speech Disorders: Petition has been submitted for this course to be approved as a WAC, open to majors and minors
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